Allen Chariton, President and
CEO of Tierra Verde Land-
scape, Inc. above, leads the
company in celebrating 31
years in business.

Specializing in land-
scape maintenance for home-
owner associations, apart-
ment complexes, and commer-
cial/industrial properties, our
mission is to enhance and
preserve our client’s invest-
ment. Operating with impec-
cable integrity, the landscape
will always be neat, clean and
green,
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ELPING HAND

PROMOTING SAFE OPERATION OF MOTOR
VEHICLES IN THE WORK PLACE

ALLEN CHARITON, PRESIDENT

or employers and victims, a

workplace crash can have far-

reaching financial, medical, and
legal consequences.

Between 1992 and 2001, an aver-
age of four civilian worker deaths oc-
curred in roadway crashes a day.
Roadway crashes led all other causes
of death, making up 22% of work-
place deaths, compared with 13%
from homicide and 10% from falls
(Bureau of Labor Statistics, Census of
Fatal Occupational Injuries). In 2000,
lost wages and benefits for crash vic-
tims (occupational and non-
occupational) totaled $61 billion and
costs to employers, due to the loss or
absence of an employee from work,
accounted for $4.6 billon (National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion).

While proactive employer poli-
cies can do much to promote vehicle
safety on and off the job, employees
share the responsibility to ensure safe
vehicle operations. Following are
suggested policies and procedures
that have been adapted from the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health in order to promote
the Safe operation of motor vehicles
in the workplace:

Employers
« Implement and enforce
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mandatory seat belt use

®
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Ensure that no worker is as-

or she does not have
driver’s license. The licer
should be appropriate for
type of vehicle to be driven.
Provide fleet vehicles that of-
fer the highest possible levels
of occupant protection in the
event of a crash.

Maintain complete and accu-
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